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From our CEO

Friends,
During the drop-off week for our
Holiday Giving program, I walked
into our Children’s Home gymnasium
and the energy I felt from our
donors, volunteers and staff was
unmistakable. There was profound joy!
Thanks to your generosity, the
holiday spirit of the season was
fully alive and well!
For many in our community, holiday
happiness comes from the engagement,
support and dedication of our donors,
volunteers and staff. From sponsoring
dinners and ice skating outings for our
kids residing in our Children’s Home
to boundless gifts through Holiday
Giving, the generosity of many ensured
that the children and families we serve
had a warm, bright and very Merry
Christmas. Thank you for being a
part of this holiday cheer.
As we move into 2019, please take a
moment to consider how you can help
us provide hope and transform lives
for the better. Volunteer. Mentor.
Donate. Share our message.
You have our commitment that we
will continue to serve God’s call to
provide hope and healing, as we have
done for the last 70 years.
Respectfully,

Andrea Seyka
Chief Executive Officer

For our children healing from abuse
and neglect, mentoring is an incredible
opportunity to help them have positive
influences in their life. We understand
the benefits of mentoring young people
when we hear powerful stories of children
whose lives have been changed by a single,
caring, trustworthy adult.
Thanks to our mentors, our children are developing
more confidence and increasing their ability to
succeed. In her sixth year of volunteering, Sherry Dunn,
a Guardian Society member and volunteer, shared
the impact of her mentoring activities at St. Vincent
Catholic Charities (STVCC) Children’s Home.
“I’m mentoring a child because it’s beneficial for these kids to have a positive, adult
role-model,” said Sherry. “The kids will see me with my mentee and ask why they
don’t have a mentor. I want to be an advocate for them, I need to spread the word.”

Community Thank You Open House
Thank you to our donors, volunteers, community
supporters and sponsors, MSUFCU, Knights of
Columbus Richard Council 788, 99.1 WFMK and
Sohn Linen, for celebrating our 36th Annual
Community Thank You Open House!

Holiday Fun!
Thank you to our following holiday sponsors:
Express Employment Professionals for Thanksgiving
and Christmas movie outings, the Eyde Company
for Thanksgiving dinner and Lansing Brewing
Company for Christmas Eve dinner!

#GivingTuesday
Thank you to our 52 generous donors who
helped us EXCEED our $2,500 fundraising
goal in celebration of National Adoption
Month!! We raised $6,660 in just one day
for our adoption program!

Whether it’s helping with homework, walking a dog or dining out, there’s bound
to be a well-received activity that establishes and strengthens the relationship
for both the mentor and mentee.
“The best outcomes always come when the two parties enter with the mindset of
just being there and with each other,” said Josh Lown, Volunteer, Outreach and
Training Coordinator at the Children’s Home.

Our kids were able to enjoy nearly every child’s
dream of taking a ride on the Polar Express!
Thank you to Riverview Church for providing
the opportunity to enjoy the
magic of Christmas!

The need for new mentors, especially men, is great at STVCC.

At its core, mentoring guarantees children that there is someone who cares about
them, assures them that they are not alone in dealing with day-to-day challenges,
and makes them feel like they matter.
“Simply having one trustworthy person in their
corner, even if the mentorship is short-term, can
be a huge benefit to the sense of safety and
security our young folks feel,” said Josh.
You can be the next special person that our
children need in their life.
“We are called, not only as Christians, but also
members of our community, to take care of the
most vulnerable kids, the homeless and the less
fortunate,” said Sherry.

A Very Merry Christmas, Indeed!
Thank you to 100 individual donors and companies who
adopted wish lists of our children and families for Christmas.
We distributed 300 wish lists – and every single wish list
was adopted! Thank you to our community for generously
supporting us during the most wonderful time of the year!

Catholic Charities Appeal
St. Vincent Catholic Charities (STVCC) and Cristo Rey
Community Center (CRCC) are currently participating
in their annual Catholic Charities Appeal. Your support
of both STVCC and CRCC enables our agencies to
serve the least among us in the Lansing area.

The mission of St. Vincent Catholic Charities is the work of the Catholic Church,
to share the love of Christ by performing the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.

Dr. Mary Kathleen Betanzos • Deacon David Drayton • Patricia Hepp • Steven Japinga
Dawn Kroeger • James Kurt • Jose Lopez • Bruce Maguire, III • Patricia Munshaw

Thank you to the following parishes for their support in our
combined Catholic Charities Appeal: St. Thomas Aquinas,
St. John Student Center, St. Gerard, St. Mary Cathedral,
St. Mary – Williamston, St. Martha, St. Michael, St. Casimir,
St. Mary – Westphalia, St. Jude, Cristo Rey, St. Therese.

To donate,
please visit
stvcc.org and
click on the
website banner.

To learn more about becoming a mentor, contact Josh
Lown, at lownj@stvcc.org or 517-323-4734 ext. 1356.

2019 Board of Directors
Michael Maddox, Chair • Joseph Sambaer, Vice Chair • Kevin Neugent, Treasurer • Michael Rhodes, Secretary

$6,660 raised!

All Aboard the Polar Express!

“You have to get to know each other, establish a two-way relationship and
connection,” said Sherry. “These children are so open to being loved, they
crave your attention. Sometimes, you need to break through the rough
exterior, but when you do, it’s so worth it!”
“An ideal mentor is anyone who is willing to come in without any preconceived
notions of what they hope to accomplish with the children,” Josh explained.
“We’re looking for anyone who has a one-hour time commitment, once a week,
for kids ranging in age from 5 to 18 years old, who enjoys hanging out and having
a good time with awesome kids.”

$2,500 goal
52 donors

St. Thomas Aquinas,
CCA weekend 1/19

Amen
“
I say to you, whatever you did for one of
these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”
— Matthew 25:40

A visit to
St. Mary’s
Westphalia

2800 W. Willow St., Lansing, MI 48917
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Mentor a Child in Need!

stvcc.org • (517) 323-4734

Looking for ways to support
St. Vincent Catholic Charities?
Host an event! It’s easy and can be as big or small as you want.
Whether you want to get a group of friends together for a dinner party,
bake sale, or fitness challenge, or you want to get your company involved
in hosting an event, donating for a dress-down day, or auction,
there are countless ways you can support and donate to STVCC.
For more information:
Please contact Sara Pettit
at pettits@stvcc.org
or 517.323.4734 ext. 1204
Follow STVCC online:

