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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT: Did you watch our virtual fundraising event? 
We encourage you to take 13 minutes of your time to watch our virtual 
event, listed on our website, stvcc.org. This video showcases the life-
saving work of our Refugee Services program. You don’t want to miss it! 
Watch our event, share with your friends and donate to our mission! 
Special thanks to our sponsors, Lauren Thompson and Craig and 
Stephanie Stiles for their participation in this year’s video!
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Be JOYFUL in hope, 

PATIENT in affliction, 

FAITHFUL in prayer.”

— Romans 12:12

Dear friends and supporters,
It is with a heavy heart that I share an update with 

you on the status of our Children’s Home.
In previous updates to you, I disclosed that our 

Children’s Home license was at risk. I shared our 
challenges we have had with recruiting and retaining 

staff and the unfortunate ways some staff had 
performed, which led to substantiated violations 

of policies and protocols.
I took these violations and these allegations very 

seriously. In order to protect the children in our care, I made 
the choice to temporarily suspend services at our Children’s Home in May. 

We are disappointed that the actions of a few have created a lasting 
impact on the future of our Children’s Home.

These last few months have not been easy – and I know they have been 
difficult for you, too. It was my most sincere hope to spend the coming 

months regrouping and rebuilding a stronger program that would provide 
the highest quality of care, the best and safest environment for children 

in crisis and the right forms of management for children in our care. 
A corrective action plan was developed and submitted to our partners at 

MDHHS with the hope that we would be provided this opportunity.
Because of the severity of the alleged violations, and after months of 

discussions with our partners at MDHHS, we have agreed with MDHHS to 
“administratively close” our Children’s Home for a period of five years, after 

which we will decide whether to seek a new license to operate the home.
In our more than 70-year history, these past two years have been 
the most difficult and challenging; I know we all prayed for the 

opportunity to welcome children back to our facility.
You likely have many questions and concerns about what comes next, 

and I remain committed to keeping you as updated as possible.
Please know, we are continuing to serve the community through our 

other programs and services; Refugee Services, our Immigration Law 
Clinic, Foster Care, Adoption and Counseling Services. The closure of our 

Children’s Home has no effect on our other programs. Our website has 
the most up-to-date information on how you can help support us.

Once again, I want to thank you for your prayers and support during this time. 
I am humbled and thankful for supporters, like you, who continue to recognize 

the importance of our work and are continuing to contribute, by gifts of resource 
or time, to our mission. Thank you for being a part of our team.

Do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions.

Thank you, and God Bless

Andrea Seyka
Chief Executive Officer
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Judi was recently deployed to Ft. Lee Virginia 
to help with the processing of Afghan special 
immigrations. She spent many long hours helping 
2 cohorts of 6 families through medical clearances 
(including COVID tests), immigration, flight booking 
and other paperwork. She describes the program 
as exhausting, yet emotional, and was honored to 
have been able to serve this remarkable group.

The operation combined non-governmental 
organization staff, like Judi, and partnered with 
interpreters and members of the US military. 
Many military personnel have been working for years 
to have their Afghan allies resettled in the US to 
keep them from being targeted by the Taliban.

One of the most moving experiences for Judi was 
watching the soldiers decorating the welcome tent 
with balloons and signs welcoming Afghans and 
then applauding them as they descended from the 
buses onto the base. Judi was also drawn to comfort 
some of the families who were very concerned about 
the loved ones they left behind.

One woman, cradling her tiny baby, 
asked me, ‘Can you do anything to get 

my mom out? I left my mom back there.’ 
And these were people who were flying in 

right after the Taliban had taken Kabul, and 
they knew that they may be one of the last 

planes out of there,” said Judi.

NEARLY 50,000 AFGHAN EVACUEES HAVE BEEN PL ACED IN MILITARY BASES ACROSS 
T H E U N I T E D STAT ES S I N C E L E AV I N G A FG H A N I STA N FO L LOW I N G T H E TA L I B A N 
TAKEOVER IN AUGUST,  ACCORDING TO U.S.  OFFICIALS.  ST.  V INCENT CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES’ (STVCC) DIRECTOR OF REFUGEE SERVICES, JUDI HARRIS,  IS PREPARING 
THE REFUGEE SERVICES PROGRAM TO RESETTLE ABOUT 300 EVACUEES IN L ANSING.

VISIT STVCC.ORG AND CLICK ON OUR HOMEPAGE BANNER TO LEARN MORE INFO

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT OUR REFUGEE SERVICES PROGRAM

SUPPORT ILCDONATION NEEDS RENTSPONSOR

The operation is continuing as the US continues 
to rescue people out of Afghanistan. After processing 
is completed, the families are flown out to their 
final destinations. Most families will go wherever 
they may have family or friends to connect them, 
and some have been slated to come to Lansing in 
the coming weeks.
While the circumstances are difficult, STVCC is eager 
to offer a safe home for Afghan families in Lansing. 
These people have been instrumental allies to us over 
the years – now, they deserve our love, compassion 
and kindness as they look for a new start in America.
With your support, we can help ensure that 
Afghan evacuees feel safe and stable as part 
of our welcoming community.

Judi Harris, STVCC’s Director of Refugee Services

Jawhara Magan, Case Manager and Rachel Hilario, 
Health Advocate/PC Case Manager



• (517) 323-4734stvcc.org

Stay up-to-date with 
STVCC as we prepare for 
the season of giving!

@St.VincentCatholicCharities
st.vincentcc

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
to learn how you can get involved:

November is Adoption Awareness Month

December is Holiday Giving!

We believe every child deserves a safe place to call home.
Are you ready to take the next step in becoming a foster parent?

Becoming a foster parent is not expensive or complicated. We are here to guide you every step of the way! 
Take the first step today and register for a foster care orientation session (dates listed below). 

Call Becky Prieur at 517.323.4734 x 1621 or Rebecka Davis at 517.323.4734 x 1619 to reserve your spot.

Nov. 4 – 6 pm Nov. 18 – 12 pm Dec. 2 – 6 pm Dec. 16 – 12 pm

Special thanks to our Holiday Giving sponsor, Two Men and a Truck!

Our largest needs are gift cards to Walmart, Meijer, Amazon and Visa.

To adopt a wish-list or for any questions, contact donate@stvcc.org.

We are not in need of general toy donations this year. 
However, you can help newcomers with just a few clicks by 
visiting our Amazon and Walmart wish lists at stvcc.org.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

2800 W. Willow St., Lansing, MI 48917


