
STRENGTH IN NUMBERS: IN 2022, ST. VINCENT CATHOLIC CHARITIES SERVED OVER 
1,400 OF YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS BY PROVIDING HELP FOR TODAY, CREATING HOPE FOR 
TOMORROW, AND CULTIVATING CARING COMMUNITIES THAT ENDURE. WE WERE ONLY ABLE TO 
ACCOMPLISH THIS WITH THE HELP OF AMAZING DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS. THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT AS WE SEEK TO PROVIDE EVEN MORE IMPACT IN 2023.

donations from individuals, groups, organizations, foundations 
and corporations offset operating costs. this support ensures 

st. vincent catholic charities can continue serving the 
vulnerable children and families in our community.

our mission is the work of the catholic church, to share the love of christ 
by performing the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.

st. vincent catholic charities relies heavily on 
the support of generous volunteers and donors. 

share your love and charity through stvcc.
we appreciate your support. for answers to 
your questions about giving, please contact 

kelly pino, director of fund development 
for stvcc & crcc, at (517) 253.8240 or 
kpino@cristoreycommunity.org

chair: STEVE JAPINGA
vice chair: ELIZABETH FISHER

treasurer: KEN KLEIN
secretary: PAT HEPP
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Friends,

If the challenges of the past few years have taught us anything, 
it’s that we are all one community. Our community is so 
important to our continued work. Strong, active communities 
grow and change, adapt to new opportunities and most 
importantly, a strong community takes care of the people 
who are most vulnerable and struggling. As the new Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO), I am proud to be a part of St. Vincent 
Catholic Charities – an agency that, for the past 75 years, has been 

a pillar of strength and hope in our community.

As we look back on STVCC’s many accomplishments in 2022, serving 
over 1,787 clients through our notable programs and services: Refugee 
Services, Foster Care and Adoption, and the Immigration Law Clinic, 
we are reminded of the ways in which our programs and services remain 
grounded in our mission of Providing Help and Creating Hope by adapting 
and finding even better ways to serve those most in need.

A few notable points from our successful 2022 year:

 • Our Immigration Law Clinic (ILC) has been serving clients from over 100 countries since 1997. In 2022, ILC’s caseload was heavily 
dominated by individuals from Afghanistan. Then, staffed with 2 immigration attorneys with over 40 years of experience, 1 
legal consultant, 1 legal case manager and 2 legal assistants, caseloads were (and continue to be) highly complex. ILC helps 
the client formulate and navigate a years-long strategy to secure lawful status and ability to work in the United States.

 • With more than 50 years of experience as the refugee resettlement agency in mid-michigan, in calendar year 2022, our 
refugee services program resettled 266 refugees, special immigration visa holders (siv) and afghan humanitarian parolees. 
Since year, our refugee services program has welcomed over 17,000 refugees to lansing. Upon a refugee families’ arrival in 
the united states, refugees are met by our stvcc staff at the airport. Our staff are the first, welcoming faces they see!! We 
transport the families to their initial housing, which has essential furnishings, appropriate food, and other basic necessities.

 • Our foster care program provides reunification services to at-risk children and their families via foster care supportive services. 
These services begin with our dedicated, compassionate and educated foster care staff. Our belief is that for a child to heal, 
the focus must be on supporting the healing of the child’s biological family unit as well. Foster and adoptive families are 
provided with initial and ongoing training to assist them with supporting foster children within a trauma-focused approach.

 • Our adoption program supports permanency for children who are in need of permanence; often adoption permanence is 
found with a child’s relative or current foster family.  When a child is available for adoption but does not yet have an identified 
adoptive family, the program seeks to recruit an adoptive family who is able to provide permanence.  Our dedicated team of 
adoption professionals work with families interested in adoption to assess, prepare and approve them for adoption.

While we are proud of what we’ve accomplished together in 2022, important work lies ahead.

On May 1, 2023, I became the CEO of STVCC, in addition to serving as CEO of Cristo Rey Community Center (CRCC) since 2013. 
Since embarking on this responsibility, I wanted to acknowledge the many changes over the last year. Emotions have been 
widespread – including excitement, apprehension, and anticipation – from both Steve and I, our Board of Directors and both 
STVCC and CRCC staff.

“Grow in Grace and Knowledge” (2 Peter 3:18) is how we feel navigates our perspective and momentum for the remainder 
of 2023; while it’s been a year of change, it’s also been a year of growing in humility, grace, and knowledge.

Friends, it’s our shared vision that we lead the effort to officially combine agencies to create one cohesive Catholic agency to 
serve Lansing and greater Ingham, Eaton, and Clinton counties. With over 150 years of combined service, STVCC and CRCC’s 
missions, visions, and values align with the common goal of Providing Help and Creating Hope. By joining into one Catholic 
agency, the combined organization will create an opportunity to serve more individuals and families seeking assistance with 
greater efficiency and effectiveness. As we look forward to this collaborative effort, our focus and commitment will continue to 
provide life-changing services to our community through STVCC and CRCC. Both teams have already begun working together as 
a part of this thoughtful integration process.

While there is no specific timeline, in the months to come, our STVCC and CRCC agencies will take steps to begin collaborating to 
enable our combined agency to expand the following services:

 • Expansion of the existing medical practice;

 • Opening of a dental practice;

 • Re-opening of the Children’s Home under Cristo Rey Community Center

I hope you join in celebration with Steve and I as we progress with this wonderful opportunity to grow in grace and knowledge to 
serve our community. Thank you for believing in STVCC and for helping us do our part in serving the least among us.

God Bless,

Joe Garcia and Steve Japinga
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